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Numera Software achieved a first in November.  The company’s Visual CADD software has been certified compliant with Microsoft Windows 95.  Compliance certification means this one product works with both Win95 and Microsoft’s upper-end workstation OS, Windows NT, and full interactivity with other Windows software — not least, Microsoft Office products Word version 7 and Excel version 6.


The benefits are substantial:  Running in a 32bit environment delivers a noticeable performance boost.  An high-end (lots of memory, lots of local disk) 486 begins to perform like a nimble Pentium in many cases.  Multitasking never really worked well under Win3.1; under Win95 it works a lot better.  Long file names are nice, too; finally one can forget about having to dream up useful abbreviations to make meaningful 8-character file names.  Office compatibility makes for easier documentation using standard tools like Word for Windows 95.  There are downsides to Windows 95:  “Blue screen” errors happen more often than they should.  Error trapping is not as robust as one would like.  Both these problems remind one very quickly of the merits of frequent saves to disk.  These problems are more than compensated for by better performance in just about every dimension of small-computer use, greater GUI usability, and generally better connectivity.  


Numera made significant improvements to Visual CADD itself to go along with the basic advantages of the new operating environment.


One real plus:  Visual CADD 2.0 loads drawings, redraws screens and in general carries out standard CAD operations about three times as fast as the company’s previous 16bit version.  Numera also seems to have taken a page from Microsoft’s book:  Visual CADD tracks a user’s work and adjusts nested commands, tools, dialogues and right-mouse-click quicki
