Some newsy bits for NYPC (We really need a better name for that thing...)





***





Never underestimate the power of the press, or of irate users. Micrografx, producers of popular graphics software such as Picturer Publisher, Designer, ABC Flowcharter and the Designer Power Pack, now has a patch for the latest version of Designer, version 4.1a. As reported in the last edition of the NYPC newsletter, the company had dropped Designer's excellent true-3D capability — supposedly never to return. Popular demand changed their minds; as of the beginning of August, a patch for 4.1a Designer, installing true-3D, can be had for the price of a phone call to the Micrografx technical support (214-234-2694). Upside: a very credible 3D capability, well beyond mere extrusion of geometric primitives.  Create a profile and sweep it into final form; smooth it, shade it, light it as you wish; rotate it on X, Y and Z axes.  Downside: While Designer 4.1a can be run from even a 2x CD-ROM drive (saving about 5 megs disk space), nearly as fast as top-of-market Corel Draw runs from a hard disk, to use the 3D patch means installing Designer to the hard disk proper. Not too great a penalty.  Note for foreign-language users: Designer 4.x is sufficiently clean that it works reasonably well right out of the box with even such rarities as Chinese-language Windows — no need to look for hard-to-find special versions.





***





You say you need to manage standard (paper) forms, and your computer lets you down, bunky?  The Data Ranch division of Virtual Reality Laboratories, of San Luis Obispo, has an answer to your prayers. Form Buster lets you use scanned images of your standard paper forms as a data-entry, -retrieval and -reporting tool. Version 2.1, now shipping on floppy disk ($70.) or CD-ROM ($100.) is ready to work with most standard database formats via ODBC drivers or the company's own "infobase" data storage system.  Scan your form and "print" directly to Form Buster or import the form scanned to almost any standard bitmap image file.  Set "dynamic tabs" to indicate where you want to enter data.  That's all there is to it. Legacy data can also be entered to the new form system; access the form, and the data array, then pick up data with one click and enter it in the proper place with another.  Print or fax the form in the usual Windows way.  Documentation is short and sweet, but appears completely adequate for this very straightforward program.  Call Virtual Reality Laboratories / Data Ranch at 805-545-8515; fax them at 805-781-2259; email to Compuserve (GO VRLI), America Online (VRLI) or Internet (vrli@aol.com).





***





Virtual Reality Laboratories is shipping a complete interactive universe in a box.  First Light—A Step Beyond is more than another astronomy program. It delivers all the facility of those neat simulations you see on TV. Take a walk on Mars. Recreate the Voyager ("V-jur"?) trips. Travel to distant stars — the entire Hubble space telescope star catalogue is included. Are you a star gazer? Pick your spot and First Light will show you the night sky for your location, at any time from the days of the pyramids to 8 millenia from now. You can even print a calendar of astronomical events to remind you of what is coming. Futher information: Call Virtual Reality Laboratories 805-545-8515; email to Compuserve (GO VRLI), America Online (VRLI) or Internet (vrli@aol.com).





***





CD is here to stay, and keeping CD-ROMs clean is increasingly an issue. Along comes Elecom, best known for their CD storage systems, with a clean-machine. Called the Revolution Auto CD Cleaner, this is a small battery-operated device.  Pop in what the company characterizes as an optical-grade cleaning pad, and dribble a couple drops of cleaning solution it. Put in the CD, close the cover and press the button. The disk whirls around; fingerprints and dirt disappear. It's that simple. The SRP for the Revolution is $19.95; the company thinks the street price will be around $15..  Consumable-packs (extra pads and a vial of cleaning solution) cost $4. and should be good for about 60 cleanings a package.
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