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Kurta, pioneer digitizer maker, and Mutoh American, North American distributors of Mutoh plotters, merged last April.  The companies, which had a long standing business partnership, kept the corporate name, Mutoh America, retaining the Kurta rainbow-swash logo and brand name for the digitizer product line.  The new Mutoh American now offers a complete product line of CAD-oriented input and output devices -- like competitors Summagraphics and Calcomp.


In many ways, this was a natural combination.  Mutoh America had a financial and business relationship with Kurta for some five years.  Bruce Moeller, CEO of the merged company, served as Kurta’s VP of marketing from 1988 to 1993, then moved to Mutoh America as general manager.  The amicability of the merger seems apparent, not least because of the persistence of major management participants from Kurta in the mix.


Mutoh America got more than just a neat logo and a line of digitizers in this deal.


First, James Rodgers, Kurta’s founder and director of R&D, is staying onboard.  Rodgers is a pioneer in digitizer and communications technology.  His designs have shown remarkable longevity in a field where that is not common.


Mutoh also secures access to Kurta’s manufacturing facilities.  Kurta has a substantial capacity for board-level manufacturing, from printed-circuit board etching through surface-mount assembly of components.


The Kurta combination has already shown its worth.  In addition to ongoing contractual work, Mutoh America has inked a partnership deal with Summagraphics.  According to a Mutoh spokesperson, the arrangement is entirely a matter of work under contract.


Mutoh brings improved marketing opportunities and a worldwide presence.  Mutoh’s printers and plotters are mostly manufactured in Japan; the company’s sign-cutters are produced by its European subsidiary.  Mutoh American has built a substantial dealer network in its 25 years in North American.  Moreover, the company does not rule out moving some production to the U. S., taking advantage of the Kurta manufacturing and R&D capabilities.


The Mutoh Kurta line of digitizer tablets includes the desktop XGT series (6”x9”, 12”x12” and 12”x18” models), the XLC large-format series (18”x24” to 42”x60”) and the consumer-oriented 4”x6” PenMouse.


Mutoh’s plotter line includes the XP series of pen plotters, featuring soft-landing control for accuracy; the same basic plotter head, fitted with cutting tools, is the heart of the company’s sign-cutting machine.  In addition, Mutoh offers its Accujet ink jet plotters and its LD series of digital copiers, offering high-resolution large-format scanning and plotting.


Mutoh America is located in Phoenix, AZ, and can be reached at 602-276-5533.
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Donald Jenner has been writing about computer graphics since 1986, in publications both here and abroad.  The author of Learn Desktop Graphics & Design on the PC from Addison-Wesley, Jenner is the principal of  Donald Jenner Consulting in New York and a teacher in the City University of New York.
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